On examining the external covering of the stomach, and along the course of the vasa brevia, where the absorbents u'susally pass, none were discovered, so that these vessels were not at that time carrying any liquid.
The spleen was turgid, unusually large, and its external surface very irregular ; when cut into, small cells were every where met with, containing a watery fluid, and occupying a considerable portion of its substance. This appearance, which 1 had1 never seen before, made me enquire, if it had been taken notice of by others, and endeavour to ascertain the circumstances under which it is, produced. The following statement contains the information which I have received on this subject.
Malpigiii appears to be the first anatomist, who had any particular knowledge of the structure of the spleen. When the spleen was cut into, the cells were particularly large and distinct. A portion of it was then macerated in two drachms of water for ten minutes in a glass vial. All the parts were exposed to the water, by its being divided in all directions. The water thus impregnated was strained oft* and tested by the alkali, and immediately the reddish brown colour was produced in the centre, and no where else, but in less than a minute it began to diffuse itself, and extended over the whole.
A similar portion of the liver was treated in the same Way, and the alkali was added to the strained liquor, but no change took place in it whatever.
In this experiment the rhubarb was detected in the juices of the spleen as well as in the urine ; and as there Was ho appearance of it in the liver, it could not have arrived there through the medium of the common absorbents carrying it into the thoracic duct, and afterwards into the circulation of the blood. In the stomach and duodenum, the rhubarb was found in large quantities ; but* none was met with in the caicnm.
The urine was impregnated with rhubarb, the orange tint upon the application of the alkali being very distinct. At the end of twenty hours, the seruin of the splenic vein had a tinge equal to four drops of the tincture of rhubarb in two ounces of alkaline water; that of the vein of the colon and vena cava was less distinct.
The effects of the infusion of rhubarb on the spleen, the serum of the blood and the urine, corresponded exactly with that of the tincture in the former experiments, but ?was in a less degree of intensity.
In 
